Progression of Reading Skills
Reading

Early Years Foundation Stage Aims:

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early year's providers must meet to ensure that children learn and
develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children's 'school readiness’' and gives children
the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.

The EYFS seeks to provide:
Quality and consistency in all early year's settings, so that every child makes good progress, and no child gets left behind.

« A secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, assessing and reviewing what
they have learnt regularly.

Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers.

Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring every child in included and supported.



Word Reading

Pre-School

Enjoys sharing a baok
with an adult

Shows interest in
illustrations and words
in print and digital
baoks and words in the
environment,

Begins to ask questions
and make comments
about a book,

Begins to develop play
around favourite
stories,

Engages in Phase 1
phanics,

Engaging in phase 1 phonics with growing
confidence,

Listens to and joins in with stories and poems,
when reading ane-to-one and in small groups Joins
in with repeated refrains and anticipates key
events and phrases in rhymes and stories,

Repeats words and phrases from familiar text,

Understand the five
key concepts about
print: - print has
meaning - the names of
the different parts
of a book - print can
have different

purposes - page

Develop their
phonological
awareness - spot and
stggest rhymes,

Count or clap
syllables in a word,

Recognises rhythm in
spoken words, songs,
peems and rhymes

Recoghise wards with
the same initial sound.




Recep’rian

Recognize their

Name.

To recognize taught
Phaze 2 sounds (2atp
inmdgockckeurh

bfffiliss)

Begin to recognize
tauwght
Phase 2 Tricky Words
(the I no go to
imta).

Beqin to zegmant
tought =ounds in wards.

Recognize tavght Phase

Zzounds (satpinmd

gockckeurhbfff
Ills3)

Recognise
Fhase 2 Tricky Words
(the I no go to into).

Recagnize taught Phaze
3 =ounds (jvwxyzzg

guch shthng ales igh,
eag00)

Recognise taught
Phase 3 Words (he she
we me be)

Begin to blend sounds
to read words using
fought sounds.

Begin reading captions
and
sentences using
fought sounds.

Read books matching
their phonics ability.

Understand the 5 key
concepts about print:
print has meaning, print
can have different
purposes, we read
English text
from left ta right and
from top to battom,

Begins fo develop
phonological and
phonemic awareness -
Hears and says the

initial sound in worgs...

Recognize taught
Fhase Z and 3 sounds
(satpinm
dgockckeurhb
flifllgsjvwxyzzg
guchshthng gl
&5 9.84.92 8L" UL,

ow oi ear air er)

Recognize taught
Fhaze 3 Tricky
Wards (he she we me
be [y was they ferall
are you)

Corgistently blend
CVC/ CEVE words.

Begin to read longer
words.

Recognise taught
digraphs in words
and blend the sounds
together.

Read sentences
containing taught
trickey
words and digraphs.

Rend books matching
their phonics ability.

Mame dif ferent parts
of o book.

Beginz to develop
phomological and
phonemic awareness -
Caontinues a rhyming
string and identifies
alliteration -

Recognize taught
Phase 2 and 3 sounds
(zatpinm
dgockckeurhb
flfllgsjvwxyzzz
guehahthngokeice
iahoe.ge eq.a0or grow

of ear air er)

Eead two =yllable
words such as ‘carpark’.

Read sentences
containing tricky
words and digraphs
and trigraphs.

Read books matching
their phonics ability.

Recognize taught
Phase 2 and 3 sounds
(satpinm
dgockckeurhb
fFlifllssjvwxyzzg
aueh shitng paise
igh ea.ge 0000 grow

of ear air er)

Begin to recognize
some Phase 4 tricky
words (some come so

da like littie)

Read words with short
vowels and

adjocent consonants.
Read compound words.

Read two syllable

words such as "carpark’.

Read longer sentences
containing.
Phazge 4 words and
Tricky Wards (e.q.
sprint, 2ome).

Read books matching
their phonics ability.

Recagnize tought
Phase 2 and 3 sounds
(satpinm
dgockckeurhb
fifllgsjvwxyzzz
guchshthng okal
67 08 82,00 8L UL,

ow oi ear gir er)

Recognize Phoze 4
tricky words (zome
come so do like little
have there what were
when one out figeg).

Reod words with phose
3 long vowel
sounds with adjocent
consonants.

Read compound words.

Read two syllable
words such as 'corpark’.

Read longer sertences
containing
Fhose 4 words and
Tricky Words.

Engoge with boaks and
other reading
materials at an

incrensingly deeper
level, sometimes
drawing on their phonic
knowledge to decode
words, and their
knowledge of language
structure, subject
knowledge and
illustrations to
inferpret the text.

Say a sound for each
letter in the alphabet
and at least 10
digraphs.

Reod words consistent
with their phanic
knowledge by sound-
blending.

Read aloud simple
sentences and books
that are consistent
with their phonic
knowledge, including
SOMe COmmaon
exception words.

Secure in phase & and
3 phonics.




The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 2 dimensions:

« word reading

« comprehension (both listening and reading)

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for
each.

Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy
recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in
spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (ie unskilled readers) when they
start school.

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world.
Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and
discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to
develop their knowledge of themselves and the world they live in, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and o gain knowledge
across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use
in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their
forthcoming secondary education.



Key Stage 1 - Year 1

During year 1, teachers should build on work from the early years foundation stage, making sure that pupils can sound and blend
unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. Teachers should
also ensure that pupils continue to learn new grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and revise and consolidate those learnt
earlier. The understanding that the letter(s) on the page represent the sounds in spoken words should underpin pupils’ reading and
spelling of all words. This includes common words containing unusual GPCs. The term ‘common exception words' is used throughout the
programmes of study for such words.

Alongside this knowledge of GPCs, pupils need to develop the skill of blending the sounds into words for reading and establish the habit
of applying this skill whenever they encounter new words. This will be supported by practice in reading books consistent with their
developing phonic knowledge and skill and their knowledge of common exception words. At the same time, they will need to hear, share
and discuss a wide range of high-quality books to develop a love of reading and broaden their vocabulary.

Pupils should be helped to read words without overt sounding and blending after a few encounters. Those who are slow to develop this
skill should have extra practice.

WORD READING

COMPREHENSION

Year 1

Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode
words

respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes
(letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes,
including, where applicable, alternative sounds for
graphemes

read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words
containing GPCs that have been taught

read common exception words, noting unusual
correspondences between spelling and sound and where
these occur in the word

Reading - comprehension
Pupils should be taught to:

develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read,
vocabulary and understanding by:

listening to and discussing a wide range of poems,
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at
which they can read independently

being encouraged to link what they read or hear to
their own experiences




read words containing taught GPCs and -s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er
and -est endings

read other words of more than one syllable that contain
taught GPCs

read words with contractions [for example, I'm, T'll, we'll],
and understand that the apostrophe represents the
omitted letter(s)

read books aloud, accurately, that are consistent with their
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them
to use other strategies to work out words

reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence
in word reading

becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy
stories and traditional tales, retelling them and
considering their particular characteristics
recoghising and joining in with predictable phrases
learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to
recite some by heart

discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to
those already known

understand both the books they can already read
accurately and fluently and those they listen to by:
drawing on what they already know or on
background information and vocabulary provided by
the teacher

checking that the text makes sense to them as
they read, and correcting inaccurate reading
discussing the significance of the title and events
making inferences on the basis of what is being said
and done

predicting what might happen on the basis of what
has been read so far

participate in discussion about what is read to
them, taking turns and listening to what others say
explain clearly their understanding of what is read
to them




Key Stage 1 - Year 2

By the beginning of year 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes. They should be able to read unfamiliar words
containing these graphemes, accurately and without undue hesitation, by sounding them out in books that are matched closely o each
pupil's level of word-reading knowledge. They should also be able to read many common words containing GPCs taught so far [for
example, shout, hand, stop, or dream], without needing to blend the sounds out loud first. Pupils’ reading of common exception words
[for example, you, could, many, or people], should be secure. Pupils will increase their fluency by being able to read these words easily
and automatically. Finally, pupils should be able to retell some familiar stories that have been read to and discussed with them or that
they have acted out during year 1.

During year 2, teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate and speedy word-reading skills. They should also make
sure that pupils listen to and discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and information books; this should include whole books. The
sooner that pupils can read well and do so frequently, the sooner they will be able to increase their vocabulary, comprehension and
their knowledge across the wider curriculum.

WORD READING COMPREHENSION

Year 2 continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read,
to decode words until automatic decoding has become vocabulary and understanding by:
embedded and reading is fluent listening to, discussing and expressing views about a
read accurately by blending the sounds in words that wide range of contemporary and classic poetry,
contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising | stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at
alternative sounds for graphemes which they can read independently
read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain | discussing the sequence of events in books and how
the same graphemes as above items of information are related
read words containing common suffixes becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a
read further common exception words, noting unusual wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional
correspondences between spelling and sound and where tales
these occur in the word being introduced to non-fiction books that are
read most words quickly and accurately, without overt structured in different ways
sounding and blending, when they have been frequently recognising simple recurring literary language in
encountered stories and poetry




read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic
knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately,
automatically and without undue hesitation

reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence
in word reading

discussing and clarifying the meanings of words,
linking new meanings to known vocabulary
discussing their favourite words and phrases
continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt
by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with
appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear
understand both the books that they can already
read accurately and fluently and those that they
listen to by:

drawing on what they already know or on
background information and vocabulary provided by
the teacher

checking that the text makes sense to them as
they read, and correcting inaccurate reading
making inferences on the basis of what is being said
and done

answering and asking questions

predicting what might happen on the basis of what
has been read so far

participate in discussion about books, poems and
other works that are read to them and those that
they can read for themselves, taking furns and
listening to what others say

explain and discuss their understanding of books,
poems and other material, both those that they
listen to and those that they read for themselves




Lower Key Stage 2 - Year 3 and 4

By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age-appropriate interest level. They should be able to
read them accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for them fo focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding
individual words. They should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the
word's pronunciation. As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, teaching should be directed more towards developing their
vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers
who read widely and frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction,
and learning to read silently. They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of
subjects. They should be learning to justify their views about what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and increasingly
independently by the end of year 4.

WORD READING

COMPREHENSION

Lower Key
Stage 2
Year 3 and 4

apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and

suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in - see

English appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand

the meaning of new words they meet
read further exception words, noting the unusual

correspondences between spelling and sound, and where

these occur in the word

develop positive attitudes to reading, and an
understanding of what they read, by:

listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or
textbooks

reading books that are structured in different ways
and reading for a range of purposes

using dictionaries to check the meaning of words
that they have read

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of
books, including fairy stories, myths and legends,
and retelling some of these orally

identifying themes and conventions in a wide range
of books

preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and
to perform, showing understanding through
intonation, tone, volume and action




discussing words and phrases that capture the
reader’s interest and imagination

recognising some different forms of poetry [for
example, free verse, narrative poetry]

understand what they read, in books they can read
independently, by:

checking that the text makes sense to them,
discussing their understanding, and explaining the
meaning of words in context

asking questions to improve their understanding of
a text

drawing inferences such as inferring characters'’
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions,
and justifying inferences with evidence

predicting what might happen from details stated
and implied

identifying main ideas drawn from more than 1
paragraph and summarising these

identifying how language, structure, and
presentation contribute to meaning

retrieve and record information from non-fiction
participate in discussion about both books that are
read to them and those they can read for
themselves, taking turns and listening to what
others say




Upper Key Stage 2- Year 5 and 6

By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate
interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out
how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. If the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they should ask for
help in determining both the meaning of the word and how to pronounce it correctly.

They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation o show their understanding, and should be able to summarise and
present a familiar story in their own words. They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and
information. They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then

discuss what they have read.

WORD READING

COMPREHENSION

Upper Key
Stage 2
Year 5 and 6

apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and
suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English
appendix 1, both o read aloud and to understand the
meaning of new words that they meet

maintain positive attitudes o reading and an
understanding of what they read by:

continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and
reference books or textbooks

reading books that are structured in different ways
and reading for a range of purposes

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of
books, including myths, legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary
heritage, and books from other cultures and
traditions

recommending books that they have read to their
peers, giving reasons for their choices

identifying and discussing themes and conventions
in and across a wide range of writing

making comparisons within and across books
learning a wider range of poetry by heart




preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to
perform, showing understanding through intonation,
tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an
audience

understand what they read by:

checking that the book makes sense to them,
discussing their understanding and exploring the
meaning of words in context

asking questions o improve their understanding
drawing inferences such as inferring characters'’
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions,
and justifying inferences with evidence

predicting what might happen from details stated
and implied

summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1
paragraph, identifying key details that support the
main ideas

identifying how language, structure and
presentation contribute to meaning

discuss and evaluate how authors use language,
including figurative language, considering the impact
on the reader

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
retrieve, record and present information from non-
fiction

participate in discussions about books that are read
to them and those they can read for themselves,
building on their own and others’ ideas and
challenging views courteously

explain and discuss their understanding of what
they have read, including through formal




presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on
the topic and using notes where necessary
provide reasoned justifications for their views




